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Foreword 
 

As I set out to write a report on our very successful visit with Setsuko, in what I will later refer to as the 
“Setsukuo Caravan”, I realized that some context was necessary. Setsuko herself found it strange that I, a 
Costa Rican, living in Costa Rica, was somehow able to move things around in Spain. 

This report is, by no means, a comprehensive account of the anti-nuclear movement in Spain, in which 
many brave and hard-working people have participated over many years, long before I ever gave nuclear 
weapons a second thought. ICAN’s involvement in Spain, and its many activities carried out by its partners 
also precede my involvement with the Spanish movement. What I will talk about in this report are, for the 
most part, activities that I have personally been involved in, specifically around the humanitarian impact 
of nuclear weapons and the TPNW. 

As will be clear from this report, all our achievements have been a group effort. We have been able to 
further our cause because of the hard work of well-meaning, tenacious, kind and humble people. And all 
our actions, collectively, build up to generate an increasing awareness on the nuclear weapons issue  that 
ultimately will steer its government in the right direction. These are exciting times. We have found that, 
just by scratching the surface, there is a great social movement willing to take action.  

Nuclear disarmament needs a paradigm shift, a social change led by empowered people that will 
stigmatize these weapons and remove them from the pedestal they have been on for so long. In Spain, 
thanks to an initial commitment by the prime minister, we initially had high hopes that the signature of 
the TPNW would come about swiftly. Although we were disappointed to know that this wasn’t quite so, 
this turned out to be for the best. In taking the long route towards the ban, we are awakening a dormant 
giant that is not only bringing us ever closer to the ban, but that will prove to be more helpful for the 
movement in the long run. We are generating connections and opening new avenues, and more and more 
people are joining our cause and working together. This social movement will not only lead to Spain joining 
the TPNW, but its ripples will expand beyond Spanish borders and help create the tide that will sweep 
over the world and bring down the nuclear hegemony. 

I have attempted to be concise, and to that effect, I have included hyperlinks to news, reports or webpages 
that contain further information of the events in question, as well as pictures or videos, and also 
appendices with relevant documents or further explanations. Special thanks go to our friends in 
Pressenza, who have kept detailed accounts of all this process  (and most of these reports will be available 
via clickable hyperlinks). 

One of the challenges in putting together this report (or rather, this series of reports) is trying not leave 
anyone out, as thankfully, so many people have come together to make our progress happen.  

I have divided this report into two parts. Part 1 is comprised of the separate series of events that took 
place in 2018 and 2019, and Part 2 refers to the actions carried out this year, mostly within the scope of 
the “Setsuko Caravan”. 
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Part I (2018-2019) 
  

1. The Humanists and the II European Humanist Forum 
May 11-13, 2018 

In May 11-13 of 2018, dear friend and ICAN collaborator Tony Robinson from Pressenza (an ICAN partner) 
was co-organizing the II European Humanist Forum in Madrid. The Humanist movement is a global, 
volunteer-based community that aims to foster 
individual enlightenment and build peace and 
harmonious coexistence among the people of the 
world.  There are several organizations and 
projects that have come about from this global 
organization, such as the “Humanist Party” 
(present in many countries) and World Without 
Wars and Violence (“World Without Wars”, also 
an ICAN Partner).  

Tony invited someone from ICAN to take part in the forum and, as I was already in Geneva participating 
in the NPT Preparatory Committee (with a connecting flight via Madrid), I decided to prolong my lay-over 
and participate in the forum. Personally, this would also be a good opportunity to reconnect with my 
Spanish family (my grandmother on my father’s side was Spanish). The forum was remarkably interesting 
and productive. At the introductory plenary session, I spoke about ICAN, the TPNW and humanitarian 
nuclear disarmament and I participated in 2 other events where I could speak more at length about the 
humanitarian impact, the TPNW and Spain. Aurora Bilbao from IPPNW gave a powerful lecture on the 
humanitarian impact of nuclear weapons on the 2nd day of the event. 

It was a great opportunity for networking, and there I met and befriended, among others:  

- film-maker Álvaro Orús. He had just finished a documentary film on Universal Basic Income and, at this 
forum, decided to make the documentary film “The Beginning of the End of Nuclear Weapons”. Entirely 
self-funded, he carried out this massive undertaking together with producer Tony Robinson, which 
comprehensively addresses the nuclear issue, our campaign and the TPNW in simple terms, and includes 
interviews from many of the activists and thinkers behind the TPNW. 

- Pressenza’s chief-editor in Spanish Juana Pérez Montero, who has been a close friend of mine ever since. 
She has served as one of the top promoters of the TPNW and ICAN in Spain, constantly producing material 
regarding nuclear weapons and the TPNW. She collaborated as press coordinator during our recent visit. 

- Rafael de la Rubia, director of WWW. He was in the midst of organizing the Second World March for 
Peace and decided to make the signature and ratification of the TPNW one of the main missions of the 
march and has been promoting the TPNW among WWW’s broad network. WWW became an ICAN partner 
after this forum. 
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Parliamentarians from Spain, France, Chile and Argentina, all of 
whom signed ICAN’s parliamentarian pledge, and have stayed 
vigilant to our cause. 

 I was also able to meet with parliamentarians from the Spanish 
party “Podemos” (Pedro Arrojo and Pablo Bustinduy) at the 
Congreso de los Diputados (National Assembly) who were 
immediately interested in promoting the TPNW and also signed 
the parliamentarian pledge. 

 

 

 
2. The Parliamentarian Pledge  

June-July 2018 
Parliamentarian Pedro Arrojo organized a massive signature of 
the parliamentarian pledge amongst national deputies, if 
Beatrice Fihn would go to the Spanish Congress and receive 
them. Hence, a 2-day schedule was organized around 
Beatrice’s visit. 

At a formal event, 92 signatures were handed over to Beatrice 
by Pedro Arrojo. Beatrice also spoke at an event with 
prominent Spanish political figure Federico Mayor Zaragoza at 
the University of Madrid, and we met with Madrid’s mayor 
Manuela Carmena. ICAN also hosted a small social gathering 
with Spanish ICAN partners WILPF, WWW and other related NGOs.  

A full account of this visit was covered by Pressenza (although in 
Spanish, if offers a full visual account of all the events and links to the 
media coverage). 

During the meeting with mayor 
Carmena, we also met with 
Josep Mayoral, President of 
Mayors for Peace and mayor of 

the historical city of Granollers. ICAN was invited to the participate 
in November at the Second World Forum on Urban Violence and 
Education for Peace and Coexistence. Famous actor and activist 
Alberto Amman was also present at this meeting. 

At this time, I also travelled to Barcelona and met with the members 
of ICAN partner Fundi Pau Jordi Armadans and Lourdes Vergés. I also tried to meet with representatives 
from our other partner organization, Centre Delás, but they were unavailable at the time (close to summer 
holidays). 

Parliamentarians Marcos Cleri, Sergio Pascual, 
Tomás Hirsch and Sabine signing the 
parliamentarian pledge 

Actor Alberto Amman, Mayor Manuela 
Carmena, Beatrice Fihn, Mayor Josep 
Mayoral 

Standing in front of the National Congress 
building with some of the parliamentarians who 
signed the pledge 



Lobbying and campaigning report, Spain, Part I (2018-2019) 

3 
 

3. The Prime Minister’s Commitment to the TPNW 
September 2, 2018 

 

Thanks to the influence of our Podemos parliamentarian 
friends Pablo Bustinduy and Pedro Arrojo, the TPNW was 
introduced in Podemos’ government agenda to be 
negotiated with PSOE during in late August, early September 
of 2018, as one of the points for the left coalition government 
budget negotiations. Hence, aside from national policies, the 
signature of the TPNW was agreed to by leaders Pedro 
Sánchez (PM) and Pablo Iglesias (leader of Podemos). 

There was immediate pushback from the Ministry of Defense (MoD) and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
(MFA). Given the strong influence of our friends in Podemos, a report on the TPNW was requested from 
the Legal Affairs Department. Simultaneously a shadow report was drafted by Stuart Matheson, which 
drew from the conclusions in the Norwegian shadow report (drafted by Kjølv Egeland), as well as particular 
data from Spain. As pointed out in the dossier that was drafted for Setsuko’s visit Spain had already a 
prohibition in place during the 1986 referendum in which it was decided to join NATO, under the condition 
that nuclear weapons would not be allowed in Spanish territory. Furthermore, in 2015, Spain’s criminal 
code prohibits weapons of mass destruction -explicitly including nuclear weapons- in Spanish territory. 
Moreover, as pointed out by Kjølv Egeland’s article published in February of this year, NATO’s 2010 
Strategic Concept which coins it as a nuclear alliance does not preclude TPNW membership from NATO 
states. 

The Legal department produced a short document mentioning how Spain could not adhere to the TPNW 
because of its NATO obligations, an argument that our allies easily rebutted with our ICAN document. 
Hence, the government could not officially back down, and the commitment, although unfulfilled, remains 
open. 

4. The Madrid Forum and the ICAN Cities Appeal 
November 2018 

 
Given the success of the first forum of its kinds on 
April 2017, the Municipality of Madrid decided to 
undertake the organization of the Second World 
Forum on Urban Violence and Education for 
Peace and Coexistence (see minute 2:40 for 
coverage on ICAN). Held in “Matadero” (a large 
building complex that used to be Madrid’s 
slaughterhouse and is now reserved for cultural 
activities), this large forum summoned 
representatives from 500 cities, as well as civil society organizations and cultural institutions.  
This forum lasted for several days, and included the participation of notable personalities, such as the 
mayors of Barcelona and Madrid, 2015 Nobel Laureate Wided Bouchamaoui, Liv Torres from the Nobel 
Institute, and many others.  
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ICAN’s participation in this forum was strong, and our delegation was large, and included the following 
organizations: ICAN IST, IPPNW, Pax, SGI, Centre Delás, Acronym Institute, MAG and Mayors for Peace. 
Aside from lobbying and networking, we participated in several activities: Pax (Maaike Benes) and Centre 
Delás gave a workshop on divestment (Don’t Bank on the Bomb); SGI (Hayley Ramsay-Jones) gave a 
presentation on intersectionality, linking nuclear weapons with racial and gender discrimination, and SGI 

showcased their exhibit “What you treasure from a world free of nuclear weapons”; IPPNW’s Aurora 
Bilbao gave a powerful lecture on the HINW and Clare Conboy from Acronym Institute was instrumental 
with media, coordination and lobbying. Mayors for Peace were, of course, present in several activities and 
helped us coordinate our participation. ICAN also had a stand in which we had printed material and a 
captivating virtual reality presentation which spoke about nuclear weapons. World Without Wars 
launched its II World March for Peace and organized a human peace symbol with a multitude of middle 
school children. 

Beatrice Fihn, in turn, participated in several activities: she was the center of a gathering of students from 
5 different schools from underprivileged communities in a cultural activity, she was at the launch of the 
ICAN cities appeal, and she also spoke at the closing plenary session. She appeared in several interviews 
and met with Podemos politicians. 

ICAN launched the ICAN Cities Appeal (ICA) during this 
forum. The idea for the ICA came about because of this 
forum, as we were thinking about how to take full 
advantage of the platform the Madrid forum offered, and 
also because the Spanish city of Santiago de Compostela 
had recently signed a bill in support of the TPNW. Given 
the open support of the mayor of Madrid to the TPNW, 
and her good relationship with the mayors of Barcelona 
(Ada Colau) and Paris (Anne Hidalgo), we initially thought 
that the ICA would start off with that strong push.   

Later that month, I travelled to Barcelona to meet with vice-mayor Gerardo Pisarello (a meeting I was able 
to arrange with the help of Pablo Bustinduy), who also expressed his strong support for the ICA and 
promised the city of Barcelona’s full support. However, this did not happen the way we expected. While 
the city of Milan signed later that month, and the campaign took off with great success in countries such 
as Australia, Germany, Norway, Canada and the United States, Madrid has, to this date, still not signed it, 
and Barcelona signed it much later, until February of this year. 
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Even though we had the mayor’s explicit support, Madrid is quite large and 
has a complex municipality. Spain is a politically decentralized country, 
whereby cities and “autonomous communities” have actual decisive power 
that can influence the central government. Hence, approval of such a bill by 
big cities and communities is politically relevant at a national level, 
particularly in larger cities, and thus requires a multi-party agreement, for 
which most representatives consult with their national levels. While this 
certainly makes it more difficult for larger cities to sign on to the ICA, it makes 
their signature more significant. 

Juana Pérez (Pressenza) and I also travelled to Granollers and met with 
Mayor Josep Mayoral, current representative of MfP (and also with MfP 

members Carme Burbany and Helena Aranda). As stated by Mayoral himself in an interview by Juana, they 
gave us their assurances that they would promote the ICA through the Spanish MFP network, and also 
within the PSOE (ruling party), of which Mayoral himself is a member.  

Since then, MfP has helped with cities in Catalonia (Binissalem, Granollers, Masllorenç, Vallromane, 
Canovelles), while WWW has been successful in getting several other cities to sign the ICA and make public 
announcements thereof (Casteldefels, Cadiz, Coruña, Ferrol, Santiago, Zaragoza). 

 

5. Meeting with ICRC 
  June, 2019 

Through Magnus Lövold, ICRC, I was able to meet with high-level representatives of ICRC in Spain Joaquín 
López Sánchez and José Luis Rodríguez-Villasante. They were interested, accommodating  and kind 
enough to meet on a Sunday (the only day I could meet during my short stay) at ICRC headquarters. We 
spoke about the TPNW at length, exchanged information and perspectives and they offered to help with 
future endeavors regarding the campaign, something they certainly have upheld.  

I have kept in constant contact with Joaquín López who has taken part in all our endeavors in Spain since 
then. One interesting piece of information that had escaped our researchers and that I learned at this 
meeting was that nuclear weapons are prohibited as per Spain’s Criminal Code (as amended in 2015). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Me and vice-mayor Gerardo 
Pisarello holding the ICA 
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6. Enter the “gay lobby”  
June-July, 2019. 

 
On my involvement in LGBTIQ+ Activism.  

2018 was an election year in Costa Rica. Ana Helena Chacón, 
who was then the country’s vice-president, had submitted a 
query to the Interamerican Court of Human Rights in 2016 
regarding marriage equality, gay rights and trans rights. The 
court’s advisory opinion was issued in January of 2018, and it 
ruled in favor of equal rights for LGBTIQ+ people. This advisory 
opinion polarized the elections that were to take place less 
than one month after said issuance, whereby the religious 
right gained much traction. A clear divide was set between the 
progressive left and the conservative right, and all the parties 
chose one side or the other in a very intense political campaign 
in the run up to the election.  
To help foster LGBTIQ+ representation and support an 
information-based dialogue, I co-started a para-political group 
that included several progressive actors and activists. We met 
in my house several times a week, planned activities and even 
created an online platform to inform people on hot electoral 
issues. It was a lot of hard work and, thankfully, it contributed 
to the center left party winning the election over the religious 
extreme right party.  
After the elections, our group moved on to promote human 

rights and diversity awareness. We created a festival during pride week called “Los Colores de la Gente” 
(The colors of the people), which had lectures, exhibits and cultural activities. This festival was a success 
and we organized a bigger, broader edition the following year. 

The ARN Pride Festival.  
In February, I met with a Spanish group in charge of organizing the 
“ARN Business and Culture Pride Festival”, a pride festival in Tenerife, 
Canary Islands. In this festival, aside from music, concerts and lectures, 
they also host the Alan Turing LGBTIQ+ visibility awards (AT awards) to 
honor people whose work and openness regarding their LGBTIQ+ 
status has helped with inclusion and acceptance of diversity. This 

group was in Costa Rica because they were organizing a Costa 
Rican edition of said festival and were looking to network with 
local groups. As they were from Spain, I took the opportunity to 
speak about  our work in Spain (and explore if they would have any 
contacts that we could use). They became interested in the anti-
nuclear movement and in me as a person and nominated me for 
an AT Award in the “Social Organization” Category. I was invited as 
a speaker to the festival, where I spoke about intersectionality 

Several members of our group at a gathering at 
my house. We were honored by a surprised visit 
by Ana Helena Chacón, then vice-president. 
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with LGBTIQ+ rights, IQAN, and about the urgency to ban nuclear 
weapons, particularly in Spain. I gained some traction among several news 
outlets, particularly on Spain’s support for the TPNW.  

I was granted the award I had been nominated for, and in my acceptance 
speech, spoke about ICAN’s work and how inclusion had been key to our 
success. 

This festival gave me much exposure, and I also did some very effective networking with outstanding 
people in the political scene (PSOE: parliamentarian and activist Carla Antonelli, vice-minister for Science 
and Technology Francisco Polo), journalists, actors (including Oscar-winning Daniela Vega, who offered to 
make a video on nuclear weapons), scientists (Eduardo López-Collazo, author and Scientific director of the 
Hospital La Paz), economists (Rafael Martínez Cortiña, author, cofounder of the Futuristic Research 
Institute) and several others. 
Moreover, Ana Helena 
Chacón, 2018 AT awardee for 
her role in equal rights in 
Latin America, had recently 
been appointed ambassador 
of Costa Rica in Spain and 
was also present at the 
event. 

I made several connections, 
some of which have become 
close friends since then.  

I extended my stay in Madrid, and these new friends helped me procure 
meetings with politicians and organize interviews. 

Francisco Polo, Vice-Minister for Science and Technology, had a very active 
role in Spain’s signature of the Convention on Cluster Munition. He was 
initially very optimistic about Spain’s signature of the TPNW in the short-
term; in a second meeting with him, however, his expectations were much 
more reserved. 

The friends and contacts I made through this event have been invaluable. 
Many of the actions that we have undertaken since then in promotion of 
the TPNW has been thanks to their involvement. 

 

 

 Influencer and LGTB+ activist Rufino Arco Tirado 
sporting an ICAN T-shirt in February, 2020 
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7. Madrid premiere of the documentary “The beginning of the end of nuclear 
weapons” 

September 23, 2019 
 

 
 

On Monday 23 September, the documentary “The Beginning of the End of Nuclear Weapons” premiered 
in Madrid, at the historic Cine Doré. The event was open to the public and several politicians, government 
officials and members of the press were invited, as well as interested parties and all of ICAN partners in 
Spain. The organization of this event was carried out by Pressenza (Juana Pérez) and sponsored by ICAN. 
There was a panel discussion after the screening, and the panelists were representatives from the 
embassy of Costa Rica, ICRC, WILPF, Podemos, the municipality of Madrid and Pressenza. 

The event was a great success and the movie theater was at full capacity. A short presentation by producer 
Tony Robinson and director Álvaro Orús opened the event, and a rich panel discussion and interaction 
with the audience after the screening. Among the more than 230 attendees were representatives of Soka 
Gakkai International, Amnesty International, Convergence of Cultures, World Centre for Humanist 
Studies, people from the Baha’i community, FICNOVA, CESIDA, Silo’s Message, World without Wars, Yayo 
Flautas, Disarm Madrid, Anti-imperialist Internationalist Front, Equo, LTBI Pol, and figures such as Carla 
Antonelli from the Socialist Party, renowned scientists, actors, etc. The event also gained some media 
traction. 
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8. Peace Boat and the screening of the film, bringing together partners together in 
Barcelona 

November 9, 2019 
 
 

                                   

 

On the occasion of Peace Boat’s visit to Barcelona in November of 2019, a screening of the documentary 
film “The Beginning of the End of Nuclear Weapons” was organized. Said event, undertaken by Peace Boat 
and World Without Wars, brought together representatives from civil society, including ICAN’s partners 
FundiPau and Centre Delás, as well as Pedro Arrojo and renowned Spanish figure Federico Mayor 
Zaragoza. David Llistar, director of Global Justice and International Cooperation from the Barcelona City 
Council, was also present on behalf of his department and of mayor Ada Colau, who was unable to attend. 

During his short speech, Llistar expressed how moved he had been by the documentary, spoke against 
nuclear deterrence and in favor of peace and the role of cities in peace, and stated that he would do 
everything in his power to promote Barcelona’s participation in promoting the TPNW. 

A full account of this event, including videos, was made by Pressenza in this link.   
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PART II. 2020. The Setsuko Caravan and beyond. 
 

Introduction 
 

There is a before and an after Setsuko’s trip through Spain. 

As the ICAN campaigner’s meeting was to be held on February 14-15 in Paris, and Setsuko was invited, 
given my previous contact and our close relationship, Setsuko and Kathleen Sullivan thought it would be 
a good idea to make use of our resources to extend the Paris trip to Spain. So, in December of 2020, we 
started planning our trip. I mobilized all my friends and contacts to let them know we were coming, and 
they responded. Kathleen, Blaise, Seth and I were under constant communication via whatsapp and email. 
We called our group the “Setsuko Caravan”. 

The funding for this part of the trip came from Hibakusha Stories, ICAN, IPPNW and Kathleen Sullivan and 
Blaise Dupuy (and all personal expenses, as well as events, meeting and travel expenses after February 27 
were self-funded). Kathleen organized the logistics behind the lodging in Paris, Barcelona and Madrid, and 
rented a car for our trip to Andorra from Barcelona. Blaise arranged the train tickets to Barcelona and to 
Madrid and the travels therefrom. Furthermore, Blaise prepared most of our meals (breakfast, lunch and 
dinner), which were both savory and healthful (plant-based).  

Special consideration had to be given to the apartments where we would stay, for they not only had to 
be strategically-located and wheelchair-accessible, they also needed to have a common area that could 
function as a base of operations a be place where we could receive guests and where interviews could be 
conducted. This became essential as Setsuko became ill with a cold shortly after arriving in Barcelona, and 
several interviews had to be carried out at home. Breakfast and dinner were also important times for the 
group, for that is when we would socialize, strategize, and discuss the plans for the day or the following 
days. Between the coordination, the planning, and the actual events, we had little time for leisure. 

Seth provided valuable assistance and input regarding logistics and concept, as well as coordination with 
the IST, and he also planned and oversaw the meeting with Andorran authorities. He also took a trip to 
Malta -by himself- where he arranged meetings with government officials to promote the TPNW (this 
proved to be push Malta needed to sign the treaty a few months later). 

I was also Setsuko’s physician throughout the trip -which required coordination with her primary-care 
provider-, and I provided linguistic assistance whenever required (aside from Spanish, I also speak some 
French). I also organized and oversaw our entire Spanish itinerary, which had to be updated daily. It must 
be said that, there were several logistic challenges as expectation for our visit increased the closer we got 
to Madrid; people rose in numbers and relevance. Hence, there were many misunderstandings and fires 
to put out (someone even almost lost their job over one miscoordination). 

To help with our meetings and interviews, and to provide guidance on our agenda in Spain, I drafted a 
brief on nuclear weapons and Spain and distributed it by mail amongst our friends, so that our friends 
would be up-to-date on the issues and be themselves able to speak more proficiently on the TPNW and 
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our message. This helped greatly, as the press and the politicians were well oriented, and our meetings 
and interviews were focused and productive. 

Many meetings were planned, and thankfully, both in France and Spain, there was great interest in 
meeting with Setsuko. 

In Spain, our partners and friends came together and helped us out greatly. It must be said that many took 
time off and spent their own resources to help us arrange meetings and help carry them out. I was initially 
concerned that we would not be able to fill our agenda with relevant events, but in the end, the opposite 
was true. We had to turn people down, including press, because there was so much interest and not 
enough time. 

Setsuko was admirably tenacious and focused on the importance of communicating her message. Even 
when she fell ill with a cold, she wanted to attend all the meetings and events we had organized and take 
advantage of all the opportunities we had planned. Her commanding presence combined with her 
powerful message made every meeting a success. 

Our dear friend Pedro Arrojo joined us for most of the trip and was with us through several meetings with 
politicians, which he was instrumental in setting up. Even if he is no longer a congressman, he is still a 
player in Spanish politics, and his presence and focus turned every meeting with politicians into a strategy 
meeting. As he is very well spoken, and now quite versed in the ins and outs of the TPNW, he also provided 
a strong technical angle that have us much credibility. 

Juana Pérez (Pressenza) was invaluable as press coordinator, particularly for the Madrid part of our trip. 
She dealt with and coordinated all the interviews. Her support and attention to detail for all of our needs 
were invaluable. 

Rafael Martínez-Cortiña made the TPNW his cause his and took this opportunity to heart. He helped us 
procure the events at the Universidad Complutense, and Fundación Telefónica, as well as all the events in 
Oviedo. He has become one of our strongest individual allies in Spain. 

Many important political and public figures came together in support of the TPNW during our visit. 

Much work, consideration and dedication were put into this trip. The entire “Setsuko Caravan” worked 
tirelessly to make the most of our visit to Spain, and this certainly reaped results. 

COVID-19 came in swiftly and sent Madrid into a lockdown. Had we planned our activities for a mere one 
week later, much of our agenda would not have been possible. 
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The “Setsuko Caravan”: Left to right: front: Blaise Dupuy, Setsuko Thurlow, Seth Shelden; back: 
Kathleen Sullivan and Carlos Umaña. Photo by Seth Shelden. February 26, 2020 
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I. BARCELONA 
Catalonia is home to 4 ICAN partner organizations: Fundi Pau, Centre Delás, Mayors for Peace (based in 
the Catalonian city of Granollers) and a large collective from World Without Wars and Violence. Our 
activities here were done in coordination with all of them, as well as with Pedro Arrojo. 

Upon our arrival at the Barcelona Sants 
Station after an 8-hour train ride from Paris, 
we were warmly greeted by our friends 
from World Without Wars in Barcelona. 
They helped us get taxi cabs and load our 
luggage. This warm welcome was very 
reassuring. It made us feel like we were 
looked after, in the home of friends. Our 
friends were helpful guides of the city and 
were available to us whenever we needed 
them to help with even the smallest details. 
They had organized an event, which 
unfortunately had to be cancelled. 

Much coordination was done with our 
other partner organizations. I was on the 
phone constantly with Lourdes Vergés 
from Fundi Pau and Tica Font from Centre 
Delás.  
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1. Meeting with the mayor of Barcelona and the ICAN Cities Appeal 
February 18, 2020 

Thanks to contacts with Pedro Arrojo, I was able to contact the 
mayor’s chief of staff and set up this meeting several weeks in 
advance. We were very pleasantly surprised to know that, in 
anticipation of our meeting, Barcelona signed the ICAN Cities 
Appeal (ICA) on that same day. 

The road to the signature. The ICA was already on their radar ever 
since my meeting with vice-mayor (now a national congressman) 
Gerardo Pisarello back in 2018, but things started moving last year 
when David Llistar, director of Global Justice and International 
Cooperation from the Barcelona City Council, attended the screening of the film “The beginning of the 
end of nuclear weapons” during PeaceBoat’s visit last November [see Part 1]. Humbly, he said that he 

attended the event as a formality, in representation 
of the Municipality, but that after watching the film, 
he became aware of the issue and the role his city 
could play. He therefore took the ICA to the City 
Council. When we started requesting a meeting with 
the mayor in January, they decided that, as a tribute 
to Setsuko, they would try to accelerate the approval 
process and have the signature ready for the day of 
our meeting. Except for an abstention from the 
People’s Party, the signature received a positive vote 
from all the parties precisely on February 18, for 
which they made a consultation at the national level.  

The meeting. At the meeting, the ICAN delegation (Setsuko, 
Kathleen, Seth and I) was joined by Pedro Arrojo, MFP (mayor 
Mayoral, Carme Birbani and Helena Aranda) and 
representatives from FundiPau (Carmen Sunyé, Jordi 
Armadans and Lourdes Vergés). Aside from the mayor, from 
the city of Barcelona were vice-mayor Laia Bonnet, chief of 
staff Jordi blabla, and David Llirás. 

When we arrived, not only was mayor Ada Colau attentive and 
hospitable (she had a gift for Setsuko, a print by a famous 
Catalonian artist), she showed sincere interest in the topic.  
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The meeting was beyond successful. It lasted for over an hour. I 
presented the mayor with a dossier on the current situation 
regarding nuclear weapons in the world and in Spain (see 
Appendix 1) and gave a summarized introduction on ICAN, the 
current situation regarding nuclear weapons, the ICA (and how 
excited we were with Barcelona’s signature) and the importance 
of Spain’s support. Setsuko followed with a powerful 10-minute 
testimony and spoke about the importance of the TPNW, 
thanking the city of Barcelona for its support, and presented the 
mayor with an ICAN pin (which she can be seen wearing in the 
picture). MFP and FundiPau spoke about the importance of the 
ICA and the role of Barcelona and Spain, and reaffirmed their 
commitment to working in support of the TPNW and of ICAN, in 
collaboration with Barcelona as the local ICAN partners. 

Pedro Arrojo provided much political insight and, engaging with 
Ada Colau, spoke about the different roadmaps and actors 
towards obtaining Spain’s support, including the upcoming 
meetings in the national congress and with the heads of PSOE and 

Podemos.  

It must be said Ada Colau is a very relevant figure in Spanish politics. Aside from being mayor of Barcelona 
(the first female mayor, a job for which she is serving her second term), she is also the head of Barceló en 
Comú, a left-wing party that is part of the current governing coalition. Due to her activism, she is also a 
popular and relevant public figure in the Spanish-speaking world. 

   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Tweet by mayor Ada Colau, thanking 
Setsuko for her visit and speaking of the 
urgency of banning nuclear weapons 
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2. Andorra 
February 19, 2020 

I have included Andorra in this segment, as our base of operations for this trip remained in Barcelona. 

Andorra has voted favorably at the UNGA regarding all resolutions on the TPNW but is yet to sign said 
treaty. This had been noted by Chuck J. and others who were trying to reach the Andorran MFA since 
2008. Given the proximity of Andorra with Barcelona (a 5-hour car ride), we started reaching out to 
different partners and officials to procure a high-level meeting, hopefully with the Archbishop of Urgel. 

To make this meeting happen, we mobilized all our 
resources and contact several of our friends across the 
board, including our ICAN partners in Barcelona and 
diplomat allies. Our friends at the Secretariat for Peace and 
Justice at the Episcopal Conference (the governing body of 
the Catholic Church) spoke with the Coprincep Bishop Joan-
Enric Vives i Sicilia several times. In the end, Seth was able 
to arrange a meeting with Florencia Aleix (Director of 
Multilateral Affairs) and Olimpia Torres (Director of Legal 
Affairs).  

The meeting was a very balanced conversation between 
the 2 representatives and Setsuko, Kathleen, Seth and 
myself. The representatives mentioned that hadn’t made 
the TPNW a priority because they weren’t particularly aware 
of how Andorra could play a significant role. They conveyed 
the Archbishop’s interest in the matter and, given that the 
campaign was indeed interested enough so as to send an 
ICAN dignitary such as Setsuko, and given the arguments we 
made, they would move the TPNW higher up in their 
priorities. Even if France’s president Macron is the other 
Coprincep, they anticipate no difficulties in procuring 
Andorra’s signature and ratification. 
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3. Interview with Cadena SER 
February 20, 2020 

 
 
Several interviews took place, mostly at the apartment in Barcelona. A particularly relevant one was the 
one done by the media chain “Cadena Ser”, for the highly-rated weekly program “A vivir, que son dos 
días”, (Let’s live, for it’s only 2 days) conducted by renowned reporter Javier del Pino). This show has an 
audience of over 5 million people and is heard in Colombia and Argentina. 
The interview was originally to be conducted at the central studio in Madrid the following week, but the 
producers decided they wanted to air it on the weekly program that Sunday, so they sent a reporter from 
Madrid to Barcelona, and in contact with a local partner, they set up a remote studio at our apartment. 
Setsuko had, by this time, fallen ill with a heavy cold, so we had cancelled most of our activities and were 
conducting interviews at home (allowing her to rest, recover and prepare for the heavy agenda in Madrid). 
I was given a headset and the reporter would talk to me, and I would ask Setsuko the questions in English. 
The finished program was a masterpiece. As this was a radio interview, they had an actress do a voiceover 
where Setsuko’s voice could still be heard, and the producers added sound effects, music and clips, so it 
sounded like radio storytelling (entertainment before the TV era). This is the best testimony in Spanish we 
have of Setsuko to date. 
It aired on Sunday morning, just before our week in Madrid, and it basically set the table for our activities 
there. Many, many people heard it. Everyone knew who Setsuko was and there was much expectation for 
our visit to Madrid. 
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4. Launching of the campaign “From the cities, to the world”, meeting with ICAN partners 
February 20, 2020 

 

The campaign “Building peace within cities and across the world”, is an initiative by local partners Fundi 
Pau and Mayors for Peace  that encompasses the Ican Cities Appeal, but with a broader scope on peace.  

It was held at one of the halls of the Museum of the History of the City of Barcelona, and aside from 
members of FundiPau and MFP, there were also members of World Without Wars, Centre Delás, and 
WILPF, as well as people from the general public and students from the University of Barcelona. The panel 
had members of MFP (mayor Josep Mayoral and Carme Burbani), FundiPau, Centre Delás (Pere Ortega) 
and also Pedro Arrojo. I was invited to speak on behalf of ICAN and our delegation and conveyed Setsuko’s 
warm greetings and gratitude. Setsuko’s closing speech at the UN during TPNW negotiations was 
screened. Members of the press reported on the event. 

Aside from the relevance of bringing together the different ICAN partners in the region, a roadmap was 
drawn regarding Spain’s support of the TPNW and there was much agreement on the steps to follow, 
which included working on the ICAN Cities Appeal Campaign. 
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II. MADRID 
As capital of Spain, Madrid is, of course, the political center, and where our most relevant public events 
took place. Here we met with the rest of our ICAN partners: SGI, WILPF, ICRC, the Secretariat of Peace and 
Justice, World Without Wars in Madrid, who supported us during all our public events.  

Pedro Arrojo was present for all of our public events, as well as in our political meetings, in which he 
played a decisive strategic role (he still belongs to Podemos, but is no longer holding any public office, so 
he is able to support the cause as an activist with connections). From Pressenza, Juana Pérez (who greeted 
us at the Atocha station and helped us arrive safely to our apartment) did a formidable job as press 
coordinator (something we had been coordinating for weeks), and filmmaker Álvaro Orús was present to 
record and partake in all public events. Rafael Martínez-Cortiña was essential in coordinating the 
University of Madrid and Fundación Telefónica. 

This was the busiest and most important part of our trip. 

 

1. Casa de América 
February 24, 2020 

“Casa de América” (CA) is a public consortium 
that was created to strengthen the bond 
between Spain and the Americas. Housed in 
a small palace facing its “twin” Municipal 
Building of Madrid, CA hosts many high-level 
cultural activities, including seminars and 
exhibits. When I reached out, one of my 
friends was very well acquainted with the 
general manager, Oscar Dávila, who said they 
would help us out with an activity, but an 
embassy had to sponsor it. Luckily, former 
Vice-President (and now close friend) Ana 

Helena Chacón (AHC) was working as ambassador to Spain. She had already offered to help with our visit, 
so when I asked her to sponsor, she happily agreed. It must be said that AHC has become quite a 
personality in Spain. Her presence alone assured a high level of attendance. 
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The event, “Humanitarian nuclear Disarmament 
and Latin America” was our first step in Madrid, 
and it was quite significant. It was held at 10:00 
a.m. so the press coverage for the rest of the day 
would be effective. The organizers booked a small 
room because they thought that on Monday, at 
this hour, there would not be that much interest. 
The room, however, was packed, and many of 
them were reporters. 
Ambassador AHC gave an introduction and spoke 
about Costa Rica’s role in disarmament and in the 
TPNW, referencing Costa Rican ambassador Elayne Whyte’s role as chair during negotiations. I spoke 
about ICAN, the HINW, the TPNW and the importance on prohibition, and touched on the role of Latin 
America in nuclear disarmament. Setsuko then gave a detailed testimony with a consecutive translation. 
Some questions were made by the press, and then we went on to several interviews, the most notable of 
which was an interview in “El País” the most read newspaper in the Spanish-speaking world, making it to 
a full page in the printed edition.  
 
CA’s press department were immensely helpful and in constant communication with Juana and with me. 
Their aid went beyond this event and they helped us coordinate several interviews 2 days later, including 
an interview with Televisión Española (TVE). 

  

 

2. Meeting with PSOE leader 
February 24, 2020 

Pedro Arrojo helped set up this meeting, at which it was Pedro, me and senator Narbona. 
 
Cristina Narbona is senator, current first vice-president of the Senate and also President of PSOE (the 
Socialist Party). She also served as Minister of Environment over 10 years ago (under Zapatero). Perro 
Arrojo was acquainted with her at that time, due to his work with water protection (that earned him the 
Goldman Award). Interestingly, she is also married to Josep Borrell, current High Representative of the EU 
and former Minister of Foreign Affairs (who blocked the signature of the TPNW). 
 
She was very attentive, particularly with old friend Pedro Arrojo, and he explained some of the details of 
the TPNW. I explained some details as well and also gave her a copy of the dossier. In this meeting we 
discussed several technical aspects of the TPNW and she seemed genuinely interested in the issue. She 
helped us meet with the MFA and instructed several of the “diputados” to attend the meeting in Congress 
2 days later. 
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3. Event at Universidad Complutense de Madrid (UCM) 
February 25, 2020 

This event was organized via our friend, Rafael 
Martínez-Cortiña (RMC), who contacted his friend, 
philology professor Luis García.  

This event took place at the historic auditorium hall of 
the Faculty of Philology of the Universidad 
Complutense de Madrid. The event had the 
participation of the Vice-Dean José Manuel Lucía 
(Dean Joaquín Goyache could not attend, but left a speech) prominent political figure and former UNESCO 
Secretary General Federico Mayor Zaragoza, writer Milutin Petrovic with short interventions from artist 
Jelena Petrovic and professor Luis García. I spoke at large about ICAN and summarized the nuclear issue, 
on the humanitarian impact. Setsuko gave quite a detailed testimony. The former Dean of the University, 
Carlos Berzosa (a prominent political figure) also attended, as did faculty members from other universities 
(2 philology professors from the University of Zaragoza). 

Thanks to RMC, there was a lot of expectation initially regarding this event, of which UCM’s 
newspaper, “La Tribuna Complutense” gave a detailed account. Several posters were 
designed and hanged all around campus prior to the event, which reportedly sparked in-
class conversations about nuclear weapons.  

For this event, we were also planning on launching a campaign via whatsapp to generate 
a support chain in favor of nuclear weapons. We would recruit university students from 
the UCM and then from other universities and colleges to form a community. The day 

before, university authorities declined this, as there were issues with the legality of starting whatsapp 
groups for campaigning purposes (something none of us knew about). Hence, we decided to launch the 
use of the hashtag #ArmasNuclearesNo (Nuclear Weapons No), that could be used to spread information. 
We would identify the people who were using this hashtag and “recruit” them, asking them to be a part 
of a newsletter. Although we have actively been using this hashtag, the campaign part has not come into 
effect yet. 

Due to several exam dates being shifted at the last minute 
(due to COVID-19, which was, thankfully, not yet a health 
concern in Madrid) attendance to the actual event was much 
lower than expected; however, significantly, this event 
helped obtain the support of the UCM, several members of 
Spanish Academia, as well as prominent political figures such 
as Federico Mayor-Zaragoza and Carlos Berzosa. Moreover, 
several people were involved in putting this event together: 
the Language Faculty provided simultaneous translation 

(together with the equipment), artist Yelena Petrovic and faculty member designed several posters that 
were printed and divulged throughout the campus and also set up the installation that was featured in 
the lobby of the building. Sergio Martínez, from “Alianza Futurista” produced the video of the event. All 
said people are now allies to our cause. 
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4. Interview with TVE 
February 25, 2020 

There was much media coverage, including on television. 
This particular interview deserves special mention 
because of its significance.  
Televisión Española is a huge chain that owns several TV 
and radio channels throughout the Spanish-speaking 
world (like the BBC for the Spanish-speaking world). The 
program “Conversatorios en Casa América” is a 
30-minute program hosted by renowned journalist Julio 
Somoano.  
 

The program is aired twice on national television in Spain and also in TVE-
Latin America, and is seen by most of the Hispanic world (my mom sees it). 
It’s basically an interview in conversation format with relevant people.  
This particular program was very well produced, I spoke about ICAN, the 
HINW, the TPNW and the current risk we are in, and Setsuko gave a powerful 
testimony and called on the people to join our cause. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

5. Meeting with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA) 
February 26, 2020 

Thanks to the influence of PSOE leader Cristina Narbona, through Pedro Arrojo, we were able to procure 
a meeting at the MFA. Initially, said meeting was to be held with vice-minister Cristina Gallach; however, 
due to a sudden change in her agenda, our meeting was with Marcos Gómez Martínez, General Director 
of United Nations affairs and human rights. 

The meeting, which lasted approximately 45 minutes, was attended by Pedro Arrojo, Seth Shelden and 
myself. Mr. Gómez was well briefed on the issue by the international legal department. He was very 
attentive and the conversation went about rather smoothly. 

He said Spain was not ready yet to sign the treaty, but that they were willing to compromise on 2 things: 
to not support the rhetoric regarding nuclear weapons as a deterrent, and to attend the meeting of states 
parties to TPNW as an observer. 

When discussing NATO, he said that, according the Legal Department, the 2010 strategic concept whereby 
NATO became a “nuclear alliance” prevents Spain from actually signing the TPNW. I assured him this was 
not so, and reference Kjølv Egeland’s article “Spreading the Burden: How NATO became a ‘nuclear’ 
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alliance”, which I emailed him 3 days later. He had served as a diplomat in New Zealand and was 
particularly interested in how New Zealand and Australia, being under the nuclear umbrella by virtue of 
the ANZUS (Australia, New Zealand, US security treaty, a military alliance similar to NATO) was a champion 
of the TPNW. 

He promised to follow-up on the issue to which effect he shared with us his contact information. 

  

6. Event in Congress 
February 26, 2020 

With the help of Txema Guijarro, national 
congressman (“diputado”) from Podemos, we 
organized a meeting at a hall in the National Congress 
of Deputies. 

The event, with elected deputies from several parties, 
representatives from different organizations and 
members of the public, was chaired by 
congresswoman Roser Maestro, diputada from 
Podemos. In her opening words, Maestro reaffirmed her party’s commitment to the opposition of NW. 

In her intervention, Setsuko gave a summarized version of her testimony, and spoke of their inhumanity 
and need to do something about them, especially for politicians. I spoke about the TPNW, Spain’s current 
position and the importance of its signature as a NATO state. Deputies from Podemos, PSOE and Junts per 
Catalunya (part of a right-wing coalition) committed to supporting the TPNW. Pedro Arrojo, in turn, spoke 
out and offered to organize a group of parliamentarians in support of the TPNW, and idea that was well 
received by the attendees. 

A detailed account of this 
event in English is provided 
by Pressenza (with a video 
report by Álvaro Orús).  
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7. Encuentros Telos: Setsuko Thurlow 
February 26, 2020 

This event was interesting as it included the corporate 
world into the conversation. Telefónica is a large 
communications empire. It has its “Fundación Telefónica” 
to which the magazine TELOS belongs. TELOS focuses on 
social issues with a technological focus. It periodically hosts 
events called “Encuentros Telos” (Telos meetings) or “Foro 
Telos”, in which it brings relevant people to discuss 
interesting topics. Interestingly, in the previous “Foro 
Telos”, carried out in November of 2019, Jared Diamond 
participated and the focus was nuclear weapons. Therefore, there was even more anticipation to 
Setsuko’s visit, as it would be the continuation of an open topic. 

This event was very well planned and produced. It 
was announced online and the 235 seats filled quite 
rapidly. There was great simultaneous translation, 
much staff support and the entire event was filmed 
in both English and Spanish.  

After a brief introduction from RMC and the 
president of Fundación Telefónica, I gave a short 7-
minute presentation on the nuclear topic at large, 
after which Setsuko gave a fantastic and insightful 
testimony (one of her best presentations in the 
entire trip). Then, in a “town hall meeting” fashion, 

we engaged with the audience, who was quite focused on the TPNW, Spain and the current nuclear threat. 
We were able to raise awareness and promote action (and the use of the hashtag #armasnuclearesno). 

 

This event was not only beautifully produced, it was 
also engaging and exciting. The audience was fully 
engaged and there were several hands raised with 
questions by the time the event ended. 

The people at Fundación Telefónica had arranged 
many interviews on the morning of the same day, 
including with the Huffington Post, but they had to be 
cancelled because of an already strenuous agenda and 
health concerns. 

 Several people approached us after the presentation, 
and we learned that some people had travelled in from cities outside Madrid (Toledo, Ávila, Guadalajara) 
just for the interview.  We also met new friends from WILPF and from the Hospital 12 de octubre.  
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8. Event with the Episcopal Conference 
February 27, 2020 
 

The Secretariat of Justice and Peace  (JP), an ICAN partner, is 
a Catholic-based international organization that is a 
dependency of the Episcopal Conference, the governing body 
of the Catholic Church in Spain. Through Pedro Arrojo, I 
obtained the direct contact of Secretary General of JP, Isabel 
Cuenca who, as part of the Episcopal Conference, was well 

acquainted 
with ArchBishop Joan Enric Vives, CoPrincep and official 
Head of State of Andorra. I spoke with her many times to try 
to arrange a meeting with the Archbishop while we were in 
Barcelona and we explored multiple avenues for said 
meeting to take place. I forwarded her the brief on Spain 
and the TPNW via email and she conveyed him the 
importance of Andorra’s signature. Given that the Catholic 
community is large and strong in Spain, having them as allies 
in promotion of the TPNW would be significant, which is 
why when she proposed this event, we happily agreed. 

The event took place at the Fundación Pablo VI (a faith-
based academic and cultural organization). As Setsuko 
could not be present because of health reasons, they 
included part of the testimony recorded by Pressenza 
for the documentary “The beginning of the end of 
nuclear weapons”. In the panel, were Isabel Cuenca, 
Secretary General of the Episcopal Conference Bishop 
Luis Argüello, and Ángel Ballesteros, person-in-charge 
of disarmament affairs at JP.  

Aside from Setusko’s testimony, I spoke about ICAN, the 
TPNW and Spain, and urged people to participate. Bishop 
Argüello reaffirmed the Catholic Church’s commitment to 
nuclear disarmament, a commitment that was also of 
Spain’s Church. Pedro Arrojo, sitting in the audience, spoke 
about the prior events and of the possibilities of Spain 
signing the TPNW. There was interaction with the audience 
and we urged them to get involved in social networks using 
#armasnuclearesno. 
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9. Women Nobel Laureates 
 

After the event at Fundación Telefónica, we were approached by Belén Yusta, author, researcher and 
Cultural Director of the University Hospital 12 de octubre. Together with soprano singer Sonia Rivas, she 
is also codirector of the exhibit “Nobel Women”. She was impressed and inspired by Setsuko’s testimony 
and our presentation, and offered to include Setsuko in said exhibit.  
It must be said that said exhibit is prestigious and known in Spain (as noted in this appearance on national 
television by said codirectors in “la tarde en 24 horas”). 
She also invited me to meet at the hospital the following week. She was very interested in my work in 
IPPNW and, in our meeting, she gave me a tour around the hospital and we agreed to have a presentation 
on IPPNW and the nuclear weapons issue in Spain upon my return from Asturias.  
 
 

10. Events that were postponed due to COVID19: 
 

a. The threat of nuclear weapons. Presentation. 
Thanks to RMC, journalist  Alejandro Sacristán who works with “Extinction Rebellion” and “Fridays 
for the Future” became interested in our message.  An event, “The threat of nuclear weapons” was 
planned to be carried out at the “Escuela Popular de la Prosperidad” on March 13, 2020, a cultural 
center in Madrid. There would be moderated by journalists Alejandro Sacristán and Elena Cabrera, 
with renowned climate scientist Jorge Lobo and a presentation by the Extinction Rebellion choir.  

b. Hospital 12 de octubre 
A presentation organized by our new friend, Belén Yusta, was to be carried out in the morning of 
March 12, around the weekly scientific session for the Internal Medicine department. 

c. Hospital de La Paz 
Nuclear physicist Eduardo López-Collazo, author and scientific director of University Hospital La 
Paz, had organized a large event for March 12 (reportedly with an audience of nearly 1000 people) 
at the main hall of his institution, where we would discuss the humanitarian impact of nuclear 
weapons.  

d. A Coruña 
Our friends from World Without Wars had organized an even in the Galician capital of Coruña 
(ICAN Cities Appeal signee), which would be a roundtable discussion on the TPNW and Spain. 
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III. OVIEDO 
Oviedo is the historic capital of the principality of Asturias, an autonomous 
community in the northwestern part of Spain. Although small in size (with a 
population of little over 1 million inhabitants, out of Spain’s 46 million), 
Asturias is politically relevant. The King of Spain has the title of “Prince of 
Asturias” and its municipal and cultural buildings are used for national 
ceremonies. It houses the “Princess of Asturias Awards”, the prestigious 
University of Oviedo (UIO), and on a yearly basis, it hosts the “Fiesta de la 
Rosa” (Rose Fest), an event by the Socialist Party which features the heads of 
said party, including the current Prime Minister. . 

This visit came about, yet again, through the initiative of Rafael Martínez-
Cortiña, who contacted architect  Marcos de Balbín. Marcos, together with 

Vanessa García, coordinator of the Institute of Architecture, set in motion their connections and put 
together a fantastic agenda. Vanessa contacted Paz de Andrés, a renowned international law attorney, 
author and senior professor of the Universidad de Oviedo (former head of department). Andrés was 
already interested in the TPNW and had written extensively on the topic. Moreover, she was well 
acquainted with several political figures in Oviedo, some of whom had been her students, and, of course, 
was well connected with UIO authorities, so 2 days of very relevant activities came together. For the entire 
2 days, they were fully focused on our activities.  Vanessa, in particular was impressive. She was very 
resourceful and mindful of absolutely every detail. When the events at the UIO were cancelled on the 
morning of the 11th, she was quick to set up a meeting that same afternoon with the Director of the 
Princess of Asturias Awards. Judit Santamaría, the press coordinator (also a volunteer) arranged for 6 
different interviews and coverage of our events.  

The people in Oviedo were very hospitable, warm and accommodating. And organization of the events 
was impeccable. What was most impressive was how motivated they were to help with the cause, with 
making ICAN relevant and getting Spain to sign. 

It was nothing short of inspiring to see such level of interest and commitment come from newcomers who 
are not otherwise invested in disarmament. 

1. Meeting with the President of Asturias 
March 10, 2020 

 
Asturias President Adrián Barbón is also Secretary 
General of PSOE (the governing party) in Asturias. 
He met with Paz Andrés and I for approximately 45 
minutes. During our meeting, we touched on the 
HINW, the TPNW and how Spain could contribute 
greatly to nuclear disarmament by signing the 
treaty. Paz was brilliant and very knowledgeable 
about the current legal situation of NW. 
At this meeting, he expressed his full support for 
the TPNW.  
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2. Meeting with the president of parliament 
March 10, 2020  

Later that day I had a meeting with Marcelino 
Marcos Líndez, current president of the 
Asturian Parliament (Junta) who is a member of 
the Socialist Party (PSOE). We spoke about the 
nuclear issue and the TPNW. During this 
meeting, which lasted approximately 30 
minutes, he gave us his full support and signed 
the Parliamentarian Pledge.  
 
 

 
 

3. Meeting with members of parliament 
March 10, 2020 

I met with representatives from all 
parties of the parliament, except 
for far-right-wing party “Vox”. In a 
very engaging conversation that 
went on for approximately 90 
minutes, we spoke at length about 
the history of nuclear weapons, 
the HINW, nuclear risk and about 
Spain, the current situation 
regarding a possible signature and 
the role it would have. All 
parliamentarians were highly 
supportive of the TPNW, and most 
signed the parliamentarian pledge 
(the one from “Ciudadanos” who 
said she would have to make 
consultations with national HQ. 

In a lunch-meeting the following day with Podemos MP Daniel Ripa, he reaffirmed his commitment at the 
regional and national level. 
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4. Event at the University of Oviedo.  
March 11, 2020 

A full day of lectures and activities was planned 
around the event “Nuclear arsenal, imminent 
risk”, which was to take place at the historic hall 
of the UIO, and included the participation of 
nuclear medicine physicist Manuel Vilchez of 
the Asturian Medical Oncology Institute 
(IMOMA), Javier Ballina, associate professor of 
International Law at UIO, Paz Andrés and 
myself. Several topics would be discussed, and 
the documentary “The beginning of the end of 
nuclear weapons was to be screened”. 
Although we met in the morning, due to COVID-
19 precautions, health authorities cancelled all 

events except for a round table on the TPNW with Javier Ballina and Paz Andrés. Said round table was 
very engaging, as the usual deterrence issues arose among the audience, and the IR perspectives from 
two experts were rather insightful. 
I also had a meeting with UIO Dean Santiago García 
Granda who reaffirmed the university’s commitment to 
ICAN’s cause, and invited me to sign the university’s book 
of honor. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Meeting with the Fundación Princesa de Asturias 
March 11, 2020 

The Fundación Princesa de Asturias (Princess of Asturias Foundation) is the organization that oversees the 
prestigious Princess of Asturias Awards. Because the events during the day at the UIO were cancelled, 
Vanessa arranged for a meeting with the director Teresa Sanjurjo who happened to be available. During 
said meeting, we spoke about the TPNW and ICAN’s work (and yes, she received a copy of the summary 
regarding Spain). The director showed great interest showed great interest in our work, and ICAN could 
very well be nominated for an award in the near future. 
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Assessment 
The planets are aligning. 

Politically, support is growing across the political spectrum, and pressure from within the Socialist Party is 
growing for Spain’s support of the TPNW. Parties on right (Junts per Catalunya, a coalition of right-wing 
Catalonian parties) and Ciudadanos (center-right) are also in support of the TPNW. More and more 
avenues are opening to gain political support. Setsuko’s presence helped us open many doors (and bust 
open some doors that were starting to open). 

The media frenzy made us mainstream. During our visit, we were able to reach people who would 
otherwise not have the nuclear issue in the radar. News about our visit was more widespread than I had 
originally assessed; I was able to attest to this personally through my Spanish family and also through 
other friends (at a party, when mingling, I was asked a couple of times if I was traveling with the “the 
Hiroshima survivor”).  

I am particularly excited at the interest in hospitals. This, aside from contact with the founders of IPPNW 
in Spain leads me to be rather optimistic regarding the reactivation of IPPNW and the health-based 
movement in Spain. 

It is exciting to have so many new allies and people willing to support the TPNW and spread awareness 
on this issue. A strong social movement around nuclear disarmament is starting to take shape. I was 
amazed and inspired to see how many people -who were newcomers to nuclear weapons and who were 
not at all involved in disarmament- joined our cause and took their time, energy and resources to help us 
spread our message. It was particularly moving to see so many people becoming empowered to take on 
this issue, and as this happens, ever more connections are being made and our network and scope of 
action is expanding. This social movement, this empowerment of the people through knowledge, is the 
heart of our campaign.  
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Media: 
There was much media, both printed and virtual, around our visit. This is a list of some of the coverage 
that was generated with our visit. 

Barcelona: 
  

1. February 18, 2020, La Vanguardia, “Colau meets with Nobel Setsuko Thurlow and asks for and 
end to nuclear weapons” 
 https://www.lavanguardia.com/politica/20200218/473652719052/colau-se-reune-con-la-
nobel-setsuko-trurlow-y-pide-acabar-con-armas-nucleares.html  

2. February 18, 2020, Gente Catalunya, “Colau meets with Nobel Peace Prize Laureate Setsuko 
Thurlow, Hiroshima Survivor” http://www.gentedigital.es/catalunya/noticia/2813276/colau-se-
reune-con-la-premio-nobel-de-la-paz-setsuko-thurlow-superviviente-de-hiroshima/ 

3. February 18, 2020, Barcelona City Government “We build peace, from the cities to the world”, 
https://ajuntament.barcelona.cat/relacionsinternacionalsicooperacio/es/noticia/construimos-
la-paz-de-las-ciudades-en-el-mundo_918264 

4. February 18, 2020, Europa Press, Catalunya “Ada Colau meets with Nobel Peace Prize and 
Hiroshima survivor Setsuko Thurlow” 
https://www.europapress.es/catalunya/andorra-01111/noticia-ada-colau-reune-premio-nobel-
paz-setsuko-thurlow-superviviente-hiroshima-20200218191127.html   

5. February 20, 2020, La Vanguardia, , “13 municipalities support the Campaign to Abolish Nuclear 
Weapons” https://www.lavanguardia.com/internacional/20200220/473669622021/trece-
ayuntamientos-espana-suscriben-campana-para-abolicion-armas-nucleares.html 

6. February 20, 2020, Prensa al día, “Barcelona for the abolition of nuclear weapons” 
https://prensaldia.com/contenido/1502/barcelona-por-la-abolicion-de-las-armas-nucleares  

7. February 20, 2020, Prensa al día, Interview https://prensaldia.com/contenido/1572/entrevista-a-
carlos-umana  

8. February 20, 2020, Radio Municipal de Terrassa, Radio interview in Spanish (Carlos) 
https://www.sicom.cat/blog/fridays4future-barcelona-zeroport-congres-social-del-mobil-i-
tases-google-i-tobin-risc-de-destruccio-de-la-humanitat-per-armes-nuclears-laplacadelsfuturs-
19-02-2020/  
Transcription by Pressenza: https://www.pressenza.com/es/2020/03/entrevista-a-carlos-
umana/  

9. February 22, 2020 Cadena Ser “A vivir que son dos días” (radio interview) Setsuko Thurlow 
“Nuclear weapons are inmoral” 
https://cadenaser.com/programa/2020/02/23/a_vivir_que_son_dos_dias/1582454275_486036.
html  

10. February 23, 2020, El siglo de Torreón (Cadena EFE), “Hiroshima survivor fear a close nuclear 
war” https://www.elsiglodetorreon.com.mx/noticia/1677091.sobreviviente-de-hiroshima-teme-
una-guerra-nuclear-cercana.html  
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Madrid: 
1. February 24, 2020, 20 minutos.es, interview (“People are still dying due to the effects of the 

bomb”) https://www.20minutos.es/noticia/4162134/0/setsuko-superviviente-bomba-atomica-
hiroshima/  

2. February 24, 2020  Fundación Telefónica, “Life after Hiroshima” 
https://espacio.fundaciontelefonica.com/noticia/setsuko-thurlow-la-vida-despues-de-
hiroshima/  

3. February 25, 2020, Tribuna Complutense (Newspaper of the Universidad Complutense de 
Madrid), “The university supports the campaign #Armasnuclearesno”  
https://www.ucm.es/tribunacomplutense/265/art4032.php#.X1V9VHlKhPY  

4. February 26, 2020, NAIZ, A report on the meeting in Congress 
https://www.naiz.eus/eu/actualidad/noticia/20200226/nobel-de-la-paz-superviviente-de-
hiroshima-pide-al-estado-espanol-firmar-tratado-antinuclear  

5. February 27, 2020, Pressenza, “Hibakusha Stories”, an interview of Kathleen Sullivan (video) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y7EBjGRE34c  

6. February 28, 2020, Publico.es “Setsuko’s Lesson” (article by Maribel Hernández of WILPF Spain) 
https://blogs.publico.es/otrasmiradas/29854/la-leccion-de-setsuko/  

7. February 27, 2020, Pressenza, “Will Spain sign the TPNW?” Video Interview with Carlos Umaña 
and Pedro Arrojo https://www.pressenza.com/es/2020/03/firmara-espana-el-tratado-de-
prohibicion-de-las-armas-nucleares/  

8. February 27, 2020 Info Actualidad, “Humanity cannot repeat these actions”, An article reporting 
the event at Fundación Telefónica. 
 https://infoactualidad.ccinf.es/index.php/noticias/sociedad/2395-setsuko-thurlow-
superviviente-de-hiroshima-la-humanidad-no-puede-repetir-estas-acciones  

9. February 27, 2020  Vida Nueva “Argüello: The Church wants to open gaps in walls and deactivate 
bombs” 
https://www.vidanuevadigital.com/2020/02/27/arguello-la-iglesia-quiere-abrir-brechas-en-los-
muros-y-desactivar-las-bombas/  

10. March 1, 2020, El diario.es  “On the road to prohibition: we are in the stigmatization phase” 
https://www.rtve.es/alacarta/videos/conversatorios-en-casa-de-america/conversatorios-casa-
america-nobel-paz-ican-setsu-thurlow-carlos-umana/5530245/  

11. March 1, 2020, Newtral.es  “They censored human suffering” (report + short video)  
https://www.newtral.es/setsuko-thurlow-superviviente-de-hiroshima-censuraron-el-
sufrimiento-humano/20200301/  

12. March 3, 2020, Pressenza, Event in Spanish Congress 
https://www.pressenza.com/2020/03/spain-and-the-treaty-on-the-prohibition-of-nuclear-
weapons-event-in-the-spanish-congress/  

13. March 4, Brut España, Interview with Setsuko Thurlow 
 https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=522033475116666&extid=88ewwWVD4D7ijsyA  
This interview was also used on August 6 (with more traffic) 
https://www.brut.media/es/international/setsuko-thurlow-superviviente-de-hiroshima-
1efde43d-6dd9-42fa-bda6-00dfaaabeff7  
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14. March 5, 2020. TVE. Conversatorios Casa de América. 
https://www.rtve.es/alacarta/videos/conversatorios-en-casa-de-america/conversatorios-casa-
america-nobel-paz-ican-setsu-thurlow-carlos-umana/5530245/  

15. March 6, 2020, Pressenza, interview with Setsuko “My anti-nuclear activism and my spirituality 
are one and the same” https://www.pressenza.com/es/2020/03/setsuko-thurlow-mi-activismo-
antinuclear-y-mi-espiritualidad-son-lo-mismo/  

16. March, 2020, Institute of Secular missionaries, “Towards a world free of nuclear weapons” 
https://www.imseculares.org/2020/03/06/hacia-un-mundo-sin-armas-nucleares/  

Oviedo: 
1. March 7, 2020, “La Voz de Asturias”. A report on the activities organized at the Universidad de 
Oviedo. https://www.lavozdeasturias.es/noticia/asturias/2020/03/07/premio-nobel-paz-2017-carlos-
umana-visitara-principado-participar-jornada-sobre-desarme-nuclear/00031583584554538139365.htm  
 
2. March 9, 2020, Europa Press Asturias. Article on the activities to come. 
https://www.europapress.es/asturias/noticia-asturias-acoge-jornada-desarme-nuclear-presencia-
premio-nobel-paz-2017-carlos-umana-20200309104800.html  
 
3. March 10, 2020, Nueva España, “Asturias supports the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear 
Weapons”  
 
https://www.lne.es/asturias/2020/03/11/asturias-apoya-tratado-prohibir-armas/2610560.html  
 
4. March 10, 2020, Asturias Mundial. Note. “The president of Asturias receives Carlos Umaña from 
ICAN, 2017 Nobel Peace Prize” 
 https://www.asturiasmundial.com/noticia/113245/presidente-junta-recibe-carlos-umana-premio-
nobel-paz-2017/  
 
5. March 10, 2020,  RTPA, “A Nobel Laureate in Oviedo against Nuclear Weapons” 
https://www.rtpa.es/noticias-sociedad:-Un-Nobel-en-Oviedo-contra-las-armas-
nucleares_111583870245.html  
 
6. March 12, 2020, Faro de Vigo. Interview. “Nuclear weapons must be part of the climate change 
conversations” 
https://www.farodevigo.es/sociedad/2020/03/12/carlos-umana-desarme-nuclear-debe/2261480.html  
 
7. March 11, 2020 Cadena Ser, radio interview,  
https://cadenaser.com/emisora/2020/03/11/radio_asturias/1583942506_864154.html 
8. March 11, 2020, La Voz de Asturias, Interview “We are at a very high risk of nuclear war” 
https://www.lavozdeasturias.es/noticia/asturias/2020/03/10/carlos-umana-ante-riesgo-altisimo-guerra-
nuclear/00031583870527044890430.htm  
9. March 11, 2020, El Comercio, report “Asturias can contribute to Spain signing the TPNW” 
https://www.elcomercio.es/asturias/asturias-puede-contribuir-20200311003659-
ntvo.html?ref=https:%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2F  
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APPENDICES 
APPENDIX 1:  Summary on the current Situation of Nuclear weapons in Spain 
This brief was originally written in Spanish for our friends in Congress. Since then, it has become quite 
useful. During our visit, we forwarded it to all politicians we would meet with, as well as to all news outlets 
interested in interviews or in carrying out reports (along with the corresponding bios of Setsuko and/or 
myself). This helped direct the focus into the TPNW. I recently used it for an interview with DW, and the 
questions were on-point.  
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Summary 
 

Public opinion in Spain is categorically antinuclear. In the 1986 referendum to belong to 
NATO, rejection of nuclear weapons was established as one of its conditions, which 
constitutes, in practical terms, a local prohibition of such weapons. Moreover, in its 
criminal code, weapons of mass destruction, including nuclear weapons, are prohibited. 
Despite this, and due to political pressure from NATO, so far, Spain has voted against all 
political steps towards the TPNW and has not yet signed it. However, in September of 
2018, Prime Minister Pedro Sánchez said he would sign it, a commitment that has not 
yet been fulfilled, but is still in force. 
  
There is absolutely no legal impediment for Spain to sign and ratify the TPNW. If so, it 
would be a historic and revolutionary step towards the universalization of the treaty, as 
it would contribute significantly to breaking the geopolitical pressures and rhetoric that 
these weapons are necessary for world security. 
The signing of Spain is not only possible, but necessary. The current moment is ideal for 
Spain to take this historic step, in favor of multilateralism and a culture of peace. 
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1. ICAN 
1.1 About ICAN 
ICAN, the International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons1, is a coalition of 540 organizations in 
more than 100 countries. It is a broad and inclusive campaign whose job is to mobilize global civil society 
to ban and eliminate nuclear weapons.  

ICAN received the Nobel Peace Prize in 2017 for "raising awareness about the catastrophic consequences 
of nuclear weapons and for its groundbreaking efforts in achieving a treaty-based ban on said weapons." 

ICAN's work has consisted of “humanitarian disarmament”, which is putting human beings and the 
consequences of these disastrous weapons at the center of these discussions, making the world no longer 
perceive them as a strategic asset , but rather as an unacceptable threat.  

ICAN's role, in partnership with several governments, was crucial in obtaining support for the Treaty on 
the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW), and in its negotiations at the UN 135 constructively 
participated, and it was adopted with the positive vote of 122 countries of the 124 present in the room at 
the time. Currently, the campaign is focused on the entry into force of the TPNW and the generation of 
the paradigm shift that is required for the entry into force and universalization of the treaty. 
 
1.2. ICAN in Spain 

 Local members: 
o Fundació per la Pau 
o Centre Delás 
o IPPNW Spain (International Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War) 
o Secretariat of Justice and Peace (dependency of the Episcopal Conference) 

 International members 
o Pressenza 
o International Women's League for Peace and Freedom (LIMPAL, or WILPF) 
o Soka Gakkai International 
o World without Wars and Violence 

 

2. On the humanitarian consequences of nuclear weapons 
In general, the consequences of a nuclear detonation derive from three main aspects: the explosion, the 
heat and the ionizing radiation. These elements have immediate, short-term and long-term effects in the 
local, regional and global settings.  

By itself, the shock wave and associated overpressures, along with hurricane winds, destroy most of the 
buildings and infrastructure, turning them into rubble. The heat, in the order of hundreds and thousands 
of degrees, produces large areas of coalescent fires that, either by incineration or oxygen depletion, 
eliminate all forms of life in these areas.  

 
1 https://www.icanw.org/ 
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Ionizing radiation can be part of the detonation itself or be propagated regionally as part of a radioactive 
fallout. It causes acute and long-term diseases that are often fatal, as well as genetic and 
intergenerational health effects.  

Acute radiation sickness can cause death in a matter of hours, days or weeks, and those who recover may 
remain ill for months or even years. At lower doses, ionizing radiation can cause cancers (leukemia, thyroid 
cancer, breast cancer) and other chronic diseases, even several years after exposure. Radiation also causes 
drastic birth defects and genetic damage; today, the occurrence of babies with severe malformations in 
regions affected by nuclear is a common occurrence. In addition to this, the survivors of nuclear attacks 
will have seen their homes and their cultural and natural heritage destroyed, their cities will be 
inaccessible for a long time, and they will suffer a lifetime of stigma and prejudice.  

It is impossible to have a significant response, whether medical or disaster relief, after the detonation of 
nuclear weapons, since the physical and social infrastructure necessary for recovery will have been 
destroyed.  

Healthcare workers will have died or be seriously injured and dangerous levels of radiation would prevent 
emergency services from entering affected areas. Medical facilities would be destroyed or disabled and 
essential supplies would be lacking.  

In addition, a resulting electromagnetic pulse would disrupt the power supply network and electronic 
equipment and systems. All forms of international travel, such as airplanes and trains, would probably be 
interrupted for an indeterminate amount of time. Electronic communications could fail, which would have 
a significant impact on the global economy.  

Detonations of nuclear weapons also have extreme and long-lasting environmental consequences. A 
limited regional nuclear conflict involving only 100 Hiroshima-sized nuclear bombs, as would happen if 
less than half of the arsenals of India and Pakistan are used, would severely disturb the climate and world 
agriculture for over 20 years. This would affect the crops and produce a famine that would kill 2 billion 
people, most of them far from the place where the original conflict took place. Such famine would also 
generate social unrest and violent conflict, both within and between nations. On a larger scale, the 
thousands of nuclear weapons possessed by the United States and Russia would cause a nuclear winter, 
destroying the essential ecosystems on which life depends. Agriculture would stop, human civilization 
would disappear, ecosystems would collapse and many species, perhaps even ours, would become 
extinct. 

This dramatic scenario is not a theoretical possibility. The Doomsday Clock by the Bulletin of Atomic 
Scientists, a symbolic clock that expresses the risk of catastrophic destruction of humanity by a nuclear 
war in minutes to midnight, is now closer than ever: 100 seconds to midnight.  This is due to irresponsible 
leadership that threatens lightly to use nuclear weapons, to the climate crisis that has the potential of 
increasing local and regional conflicts, and because of the risk of accidental detonation or terrorism.  The 
increased reliance on automated systems has increased the risk of cyberterrorism, and human and 
technical error make the risk of accidental detonation or detonation by non-governmental actors ever 
greater, to the point that the Future of Life Institute has determined that the most likely nuclear war will 
be an accidental one. The urgency of nuclear disarmament is, therefore, no exaggeration. 
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3. Nuclear weapon States, NW possessing States and their allies 
 There are 9 countries that currently have nuclear weapons: 

 USA (1945) 
 Russia (1949) 
 Great Britain (1952) 
 France (1960) 
 China (1964) 
 India (1974) 
 Pakistan (1978) 
 North Korea (2006) 
 Israel (1979) 

The United States, Russia, Great Britain, France and China are also the 5 permanent members of the UN 
Security Council and are known as the "P5", and are the only nuclear weapon states recognized by the 
Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) . The other 4 states are not States parties to the NPT. North Korea was a 
state party until 2006, the year in which it started its nuclear program. 

The current nuclear arsenal is around 14,000 nuclear warheads, 90% of which are in US. and Russia, with 
approximately 6,000 warheads each. 

Other countries, such as Argentina, Brazil, Sweden and Switzerland, gave up developing their nuclear 
weapons programs, and other countries that already possessed nuclear weapons dismantled their nuclear 
arsenals: Belarus (1991), Kazakhstan (1995), Ukraine (1996) upon dissolution of the USSR and South Africa 
in the 1990s (at the end of apartheid). 

3.1 Nuclear deterrence 
The theory that the destructive capacity of nuclear weapons discourages or prevents other countries from 
attacking a possessing country - or their allies - is the main reason why nuclear weapons remain in the 
security doctrines of nuclear weapon states. Its advocates claim that nuclear weapons have prevented a 
World War III. However, a causal relationship between the existence of nuclear weapons and the absence 
of a direct war between nations has never been proven, in the first place, because the relationship with 
an absent fact simply cannot be proven. The same logic would have to throw virgins into a volcano to 
prevent it from erupting, because every year that a virgin has been thrown into the volcano, it has not 
erupted. If we think about it, it is remarkably strange for such a flawed idea to be accepted as a truth by 
so many people, and that the concept of nuclear weapons serving to "keep the peace" has been 
perpetuated so much. This threat of mutual destruction, what it actually does is generate tension and 
escalate conflicts and thus corrode peace. It is tacit violence, and if we see peace as a complex, 
multidimensional process of non-violent conflict resolution, this is completely incompatible. 

Rather, it is speculated that the tension of these nuclear threats delayed the end of the cold war and that 
the absence of direct wars between countries in the modern world is mainly due to other mechanisms for 
obtaining resources, such as international trade, which makes war expensive, impractical and undesirable. 

Deterrence must be perfect and work forever; otherwise, with all certainty, we face a catastrophe. In fact, 
we already know that nuclear deterrence is imperfect and may rather cause the opposite effect. Precisely 
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the Cuban missile crisis in 1963 was due to an escalation of forces that almost culminated in a nuclear 
war. Kennedy, instead of scaring his enemies by increasing his arsenal, rather provoked them. 

The claim that nuclear weapons serve to protect peace is not supported. They have failed to avoid many 
international conflicts and are unable to deter most of the security threats facing the world today, such 
as cyber attacks, terrorism and the climate crisis.  

These are not practical weapons. They do not serve to attack specific military targets and using them 
would be a suicidal act. Nuclear deterrence is the only value they have, which makes them, then, a symbol. 
A symbol perpetuated by an archaic era in which having more destructive power is synonymous with 
having more power.  In the semantic burden of what it means to be a “nuclear power,” eloquently 
expressed by the Indian government after its 3 nuclear tests in 1998, when it publicly stated that they had 
to do their tests because “we have to prove that we are not eunuchs”.  

Now, a symbol is a plural, collective construction. The existence of the nine nuclear weapon states is not 
an isolated event that occurred in each of those countries, but a symptom of a global disease. Nuclear 
hegemony is maintained, or has been until now, by the entire world.  

3.2 The "nuclear umbrella" 
There are several countries that are military allies of nuclear-weapon States (U.S.) adopt their doctrine of 
deterrence, among which are the 29 NATO member states, the member countries of the Warsaw Pact, 
Japan, and Australia and New Zealand under the “ANZUS” treaty.  

The vast majority of nuclear weapon states under the nuclear umbrella have opposed the TPNW in all its 
phases, except for New Zealand. It should be noted that, although New Zealand and Australia are in the 
same condition as US military allies, the position of both countries around the TPNW is diametrically 
opposite. Prior to the TPNW, and despite political pressure, New Zealand had already refused protection 
under the nuclear umbrella and declared itself a nuclear-weapons-free zone, without this legally affecting 
its status as a US military ally. 

4. International Law and Nuclear Weapons 
4.1. International Humanitarian Law 
Under International Humanitarian Law, mainly reflected in the Geneva Conventions of 1949 and 
considered customary law, all weapons of mass destruction (chemical, biological, antipersonnel mines, 
cluster munitions and nuclear weapons) are prohibited because they do not distinguish between civilian 
and military targets, causing destruction and death indiscriminately. 

It should be noted that all such weapons, in turn, have a specific and explicit legal prohibition: the 
Convention on Chemical Weapons (1993), the Convention on Biological Weapons (1972), the Convention 
on the Prohibition of Antipersonnel Mines (1997), the Convention against Cluster Munitions (2006) and 
the most recent Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (2017).  

4.2 The UN 
The United Nations Organization was created in 1945, the same year as nuclear weapons, which have 
been a central concern of the UN since the beginning, as is expressed in the first resolution of the United 
Nations General Assembly in 1946, entitled "Establishment of a committee to deal with the problems 
arising from the discovery of nuclear energy." 
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4.3 The NPT 
The Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT)2 is the cornerstone of the nuclear non-proliferation regime. It 
entered into force in 1970. 

189 states are party to the treaty. Only these are non-member states: India, Pakistan, Israel, North Cora 
and South Sudan 

Its objectives are defined in three pillars: 

I. Nuclear disarmament (countries with nuclear weapons pledge to get rid of them) 
II. Nuclear non-proliferation (countries without weapons undertake not to acquire them) 

III. Peaceful uses of nuclear energy (all members can develop nuclear energy) 

It has review conferences every 5 years at the UN in New York, each preceded by three preparatory 
conferences. 

When it entered into force in 1970, the treaty was to be effective for 25 years, during which time it had 
to achieve full and complete disarmament. At the review conference in 1995, having not advanced in 
disarmament, it was decided to extend the NPT indefinitely.  

Specifically, on disarmament, Article VI states that:  

“Each Party to the Treaty undertakes to continue negotiations in good faith on effective measures relating 
to the cessation of the nuclear arms race at a close date and nuclear disarmament, and on a general and 
complete disarmament treaty under strict and effective international control . ”  

It is, therefore, the obligation of all States Parties to the NPT to seek nuclear disarmament. 

In 2010 an action plan was agreed to advance nuclear disarmament, but progress towards 2015 had been 
nil. At the last review conference in 2015, there was no consensus and not even a consensus document 
could be issued for the review conference, so that conference was considered a failure and the legal gap 
in nuclear disarmament was evidenced. 

It should also be noted that the increase in arsenals (vertical proliferation) and in nuclear technological 
investment (technological proliferation) violate the spirit of the NPT. 

4.4 Nuclear weapons-free zones 
A nuclear weapon-free zone is a region where the countries that make it up undertake not to 
manufacture, acquire, test or possess nuclear weapons. Today there are five of those areas. These 
commitments currently cover the following regions: Latin America (1967 Tlatelolco Treaty), the South 
Pacific (1985 Rarotonga Treaty), Southeast Asia (1995 Bangkok Treaty), Africa (1996 Pelindaba Treaty) and 
Central Asia (Semipalatinsk Treaty 2006) .  

Each of these treaties functions as an effective regional prohibition of nuclear weapons.  

 
2 https://www.iaea.org/sites/default/files/10403501117_es.pdf 
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4.5 The Advisory Opinion of the International Court of Justice 
In an advisory opinion issued in 1996, in response to a consultation made by the UN General Assembly in 
1994, the International Court of Justice established the illegality of the use and the threat of the use of 
nuclear weapons.  

He stated that "the threat or use of nuclear weapons, in general, goes against the norms of international 
law applicable in armed conflicts and, in particular, of the principles and norms of humanitarian law." The 
Court unanimously concluded that there is "the obligation to continue in good faith and to conclude 
negotiations with a view to nuclear disarmament in all its aspects, under strict and effective international 
control." 

4.6 The TPNW 
The Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW)3 was negotiated at the UN by mandate of the 
General Assembly in 2016 and was adopted on July 7, 2017 with a vote in favor of 122 countries. It 
prohibits the use, threat of use, development, production, manufacturing, acquisition, possession, 
storage, transfer, parking and deployment or installation of nuclear weapons, as well as helping, 
encouraging or inducing any of these prohibited activities. The treaty also includes positive obligations 
that require that states parties with persons or places that have been damaged by the use or testing of 
nuclear weapons under their jurisdiction provide assistance and require that all states parties in a position 
to do so assist with such efforts. The treaty reinforces the norm against nuclear weapons by being the first 
legal instrument to ban them. 

In order for it to enter into force and become international law, the TPNW requires 50 States parties 
(which have signed and ratified it). To date, 81 countries have signed it and 35 have ratified it4.  

4.6.1 The TPNW and the NPT 

With 189 members, the NPT is, so far, the most successful disarmament treaty. Of all its members, 
only one has resigned, thus being unquestionably successful in the horizontal proliferation of 
nuclear weapons. However, its lack of progress in disarmament undermines the non-proliferation 
regime because it creates a regime of inequality -with different obligations for nuclear and non-
nuclear weapon states- and because a role for nuclear weapons is established within national 
security, the main reason which led to the existence of the North Korean nuclear program in 2006 
and its resignation from the treaty. While the NPT will be necessary for the world to remain free of 
nuclear weapons when that goal has been achieved, after 50 years of disarmament failures, it is 
clear that, by itself, it will not take us there.  

The NPT remains the cornerstone of the non-proliferation regime, but -quoting Seth Shelden- as a 
construction does not end with the cornerstone and more elements (walls, roof, etc.) must be 
added, the non-proliferation regime must also be completed with other elements, such as the 
TPNW. Under Article VI of the NPT, it is the obligation of all states - not just nuclear weapon states 
- to enter into negotiations in good faith to achieve total and complete nuclear disarmament. The 
TPNW is part of the fulfillment of said obligation. Especially for non-nuclear weapon states, since, 

 
3https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/tectodevms/pages/2417/attachments/original/1571248128/Espanol.pdf
?1571248128 
4 https://www.icanw.org/signature_and_ratification_status 
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through stigmatization and political, legal, moral and economic mechanisms, the TPNW weakens 
the role of nuclear weapons in security doctrines, an indispensable step for their total and complete 
elimination. 

4.6.2 The TPNW and multilateralism 

 During the TPNW negotiations, 135 countries participated constructively, 124 of which were 
present when it was decided to cast a vote (122 voted in favor, 1 against and 1 abstained). In turn, 
there was a clear and profitable exchange with atomic bomb survivors and nuclear test survivors, 
and with civil society activists and academics, in a manner never seen before in such a process. 
Achieving nuclear disarmament through the TPNW will imply a strengthening of international 
relations, of constructive dialogue and will be a conquest in the way international politics are carried 
out, putting global interests before local whims, and this will have implications for the construction 
of world peace and for solving global problems, such as the climate crisis. 

5.  On humanitarian disarmament and stigmatization 
Considering the impact on people, non-combatant civilians, of the other weapons of mass destruction, 
over any possible strategic use was what prompted political support for their prohibition and consequent 
elimination. With the people at the center, in consideration of past, present and possible victims, the 
mere concept of nuclear weapons is clearly unacceptable. 

The ban confronts countries with that reality, since its mere existence means that they have to manifest 
clearly their position on nuclear weapons: either they are acceptable or they are not. There is no middle 
ground. If they do not support the prohibition of these nefarious weapons, they agree with their existence. 

Stigmatization has been the mechanism by which great paradigms have been changed, such as slavery, 
which, at the time of its prohibition, was one of the most lucrative activities in the world, moving to 
become universally condemned. More recently, we have the examples of the Convention against Cluster 
Munitions or the Convention on Antipersonnel Mines. The United States did not sign any of those treaties 
and ended up closing its factories of said weapons. This was because they were left without buyers, 
without investors, and a climate of rejection and moral condemnation of these weapons had been created 
throughout the world. 

6 Campaigns for support and universalization 
6.1. Parliamentarian Pledge 
Parliamentarians (national, local, congressmen) sign a document in which they pledge to support the 
TPNW and support the efforts for the government of their country to sign and ratify the TPNW. 

6.2 ICAN Cities Appeal 
In November 2018, at the Forum on Urban Violence and Education for Peace and Coexistence, held in 
Madrid, ICAN launched the “ICAN Cities Appeal” campaign, seeking that municipalities of cities and towns 
commit themselves to support the TPNW and to get the government of their country to support it. Cities, 
especially in decentralized countries such as in Spain, not only are more accessible to people than their 
own government, but also very influential, can function as a link for political management. In addition, 
cities, urban centers inhabited with civilians, are the targets of nuclear weapons, so their support is of 
special relevance 
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6.3 Don’t Bank on the Bomb 
About 116 billion dollars are invested annually in nuclear weapons in the world, a figure similar to the 
budget of the UN Sustainable Development Goals. That is, with what is currently invested in nuclear 
weapons, all world hunger could be cured, access to primary education and health could be guaranteed 
for the entire world population, among other goals. 

There are many financial institutions that currently invest in companies related to these weapons. The 
“Don't Bank on the Bomb” campaign identifies which these financial institutions are for citizens to demand 
from their public institutions a responsible investment of public funds, and also, so that users can decide 
where Invest themselves. It has been a very effective campaign in countries such as Sweden, Norway and 
Germany, and precisely the two largest pension funds in the world, that of Norway and the Netherlands, 
have withdrawn their investment funds from nuclear weapons-related activities. 

It is worth mentioning that divestment goes hand in hand with stigmatization and the adoption of the 
TPNW led to the announcement of several financial institutions that were to withdraw their investiments 
from nuclear weapons activities. 

7. Spain 
 7.1 NATO 
In the referendum of March of 1986on remaining in NATO, it was established as a condition that the 
prohibition of installing, storing or introducing nuclear weapons in Spanish territory would be maintained. 

Spain, so far, has acted in line with the other NATO countries and has opposed all the political steps of the 
ban treaty. However, the signing of the TPNW is not incompatible with participation in NATO: there is no 
contractual obligation or legal impediment for Spain, as a member of NATO, to sign the TPNW. 

While it is true that there are states within NATO that exert political pressure against the TPNW, all states 
within NATO are sovereign and have no obligation to be nuclear. What does it actually mean to be defined 
as a nuclear alliance? Share the blame if nuclear weapons are used? To agree is that nuclear weapons be 
used? 

7.2 Legal framework  
The Criminal Code of Spain (Organic Law 1/2015) 5, specifically articles 566 and 567 of the Criminal Code, 
dedicated to the Deposit of Weapons, are considered to be the possession and deposit of weapons of 
mass destruction, including nuclear weapons. 

This, together with the condition of the 1986 referendum, indicates that in Spain there is a standing ban 
on nuclear weapons, and the signing of the TPNW would be consistent with Spanish legislation.  

7.3 Progress in supporting the TPNW in the Spanish context 
7.3.1 Parliamentarian Pledge 

In July 2018, 92 congresspeople of the National Congress gave their support to the TPNW, handing said 
signatures to Beatrice Fihn, executive director of ICAN, in an act in the Congress. 
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7.3.2 Pedro Sánchez's support for the TPNW  

In negotiations with Pablo Iglesias, on September 2, 2018, Pedro Sánchez agreed to sign the TPNW. 
Although this signature has not yet been carried out, it has not been retracted and the commitment is still 
open. 

7.3.3 Spanish cities that support the TPNW 

The municipalities of the following cities in Spain have declared their support for the TPNW: 

 Barcelona 
 Binissalem 
 Cadiz 
 Canovelles 
 Casteldefels 
 Coruña 
 Guadalajara Ferrol 
 Granollers 
 La Garriga 
 Masllorenç 
 Santiago 
 Saragossa 
 Vallromane 

7.3.3 Importance of Spanish support 

Support for the prohibition of nuclear weapons by the Spanish government would be consistent with 
the will and values of the Spanish people and with Spanish legislation. It would also be a groundbreaking 
blow to the nuclear hegemony, being the first NATO country (or one of the first) to sign the TPNW. This 
would mean a clear, eloquent and forceful rejection of the role of nuclear weapons as a strategic asset 
and would greatly help to advance the stigmatization of nuclear weapons in the world. 
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APPENDIX 2: Whatsapp Project: 
This was originally written in Spanish and was translated for the purposes of this report. The original 
audience for this draft was the faculty at the University of Madrid. 

Virtual communities in support of the TPNW 

Generating social change through whatsapp groups 
 

1. Overview 
 

The objective of this project is to create a community -through whatsapp- that talks about humanitarian 
nuclear disarmament and viralizes relevant content in order to make the topic relevant to the Spanish 
people, so that Spain signs and ratifies the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons and promotes 
nuclear abolition actively. 
 
The idea is to create a whatsapp group of 15 people, each of whom will, in turn, create a group of 15 
people, and then each of the members of those groups make their own whatsapp group, where they can 
freely chat and share content.  

 

2. Rationale 
Most, if not all, people agree that nuclear weapons must be eliminated and that the nuclear risk must not 
exist. The main problem that people have regarding this subject is impotence: either they think they can't 
do anything, or they don't know what to do. 

Campaigns for generating awareness are sterile if there are no tools to act on that awareness. What good 
is it to know that one must do something if one doesn’t know what to do about it? Without tools to act, 
the nuclear issue looks daunting and, for a single individual, it is a futile effort to want to influence the 
government or the forces that move the nuclear hegemony by him/herself. Aside from making 
demonstrations and protests, joining an NGO or being part of the government itself, people do not know 
how to get involved in the anti-nuclear movement. Moreover, when content related to nuclear weapons 
is issued, it rarely becomes mainstream. It is clear that, in order to achieve a powerful social movement, 
we have to find ways to move beyond “preaching to the choir”. 

WhatsApp offers an intimate space for virtual discussion and content sharing, something that anyone can 
do, from anywhere in the world and whenever they can or want. Furthermore, a community is created, 
as well as the awareness that one is a part of a group, a movement that is capable of achieving something 
that individuals cannot. 
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3. Objectives 
General objective 

To get Spain to sign and ratify the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons, contributing in 
a significant and groundbreaking way to nuclear disarmament 

Specific objectives 

2.2.1 To provide people with tools so that they can contribute effectively to Spain’s signature and to 
the fight against nuclear weapons. 

2.2.2 To create a community capable of effectively interacting and sharing information on nuclear 
disarmament and the TPNW. 

2.2.3 To make the topic of nuclear weapons and the TPNW a familiar topic of conversation for the 
average Spaniard. 

 

4. Background:  
4.1 WhatsApp in the campaign “Sí Acepto” (I do) 
The “Sí Acepto”5 campaign was created in Costa Rica to generate support from the Costa Rican population 
for marriage equality and equal rights for the LGBTI+ community.  

On May 26, 2020, thanks to several political steps that included a consultation with the Inter-American 
Court of Human Rights, marriage equality will be legal in Costa Rica, a historic milestone in the conquest 
of human rights. However, being aware that attaining a legal right does not imply social acceptance, a 
group of activists decided to form a campaign to promote the acceptance of sexual diversity among the 
Costa Rican population. Showing examples of coexistence in different areas of Costa Rican society and 
appealing to everyday life and to typical situations of work, family, friendship, etc., the campaign seeks to 
normalize the perception of the non-heterosexual population by portraying, not sexually diverse people 
themselves, but their environment that accepts them and includes them as they are. It does not mention 
complex topics of debate, or explanations or definitions of things like property rights or human rights; it 
simply focuses on the positive message of inclusion by portraying the success of environments that are 
already inclusive. 

The propagation of this positive message was possible thanks to a strong campaign on social networks. A 
community of volunteers was created on WhatsApp. They helped viralize the content produced by the 
campaign and gave positive opinions to publications or posts regarding marriage equality or LGTBIQ+ 
rights. This made the perception of the issue, in general, one of acceptance. That Costa Rican society is, 
at large, inclusive and respectful of diversity. This implied a significant change in public opinion in favor of 
the acceptance of marriage equality.  

 
5 https://siaceptocr.com/ 
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4.2 ICAN 
ICAN, the International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons6, is a coalition of 540 organizations in 
more than 100 countries. It is a broad and inclusive campaign whose job is to mobilize global civil society 
to ban and eliminate nuclear weapons.  

ICAN received the Nobel Peace Prize in 2017 for "raising awareness about the catastrophic consequences 
of nuclear weapons and for its groundbreaking efforts in achieving a treaty-based ban on said weapons." 

ICAN's work has consisted of “humanitarian disarmament”, which is putting human beings and the 
consequences of these disastrous weapons at the center of these discussions, making the world no longer 
perceive them as a strategic asset , but rather as an unacceptable threat.  

ICAN's role, in partnership with several governments, was crucial in obtaining support for the Treaty on 
the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW), and in its negotiations at the UN 135 constructively 
participated, and it was adopted with the positive vote of 122 countries of the 124 present in the room at 
the time. Currently, the campaign is focused on the entry into force of the TPNW and the generation of 
the paradigm shift that is required for the entry into force and universalization of the treaty. 
 

5. Methodology of the WhatsApp campaign 
5.1 Diagram on support and dissemination of the information. 
The project consists of support via WhatsApp chats. In order for the chat groups to remain an intimate 
space that is conducive to effective discussions, it is important that the maximum number of people per 
chat is 15 (one person being able to make up more than one chat group, if they are willing to do so). 

The difference of WhatsApp chat compared to other social networks such as Facebook, Twitter, 
Instagram, Snapchat, Reddit, Linkedin, etc., is that it is personal. A small chat, between friends, encourages 
conversation and addressing issues, while fostering inclusive participation. However, if the chat group is 
too large, it becomes impersonal and would generate spam, and in that sense, it would be 
counterproductive. In this way, and counting on the experience in “Sí acepto”, it is proposed that the 
(maximum) number of the chat group be fifteen (15). 

Hence, we have a parent group of fifteen people who would make up the first level of communication. 
These fifteen people from the parent group would oversee sharing content, issuing advice and instructions 
and clarifying doubts to share them with the following levels. The parent group has direct communication 
with ICAN and with experts and, through them and through its own efforts, it is aware of the relevant 
developments around the TPNW and nuclear weapons. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
6 https://www.icanw.org/ 
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1. First level: 15 people 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Each of these 15 people will, in turn, create their own group of 15 people and will function as the “link” 
between this and the parent group.  

At this second level, there would then be a scope of 225 people. 

 

2. Second level: (15 x 15) = 225 people 
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Each of the people in each group of the second level will, in turn, make up a group of 15 people, and will 
function as a link between their original group (second level) and the group that is being formed (third 
level). 

3. Third level: 15 x 15 x 15 = 3,375 people  
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In summary:  

First level: 15 people 
Second level: 225 people 
Third level: 3.375 people  

 
Thus, for each parent group ideally there would be 3,375 people; individuals who don’t have to be formally 
part of an NGO or another group (which may consume resources, energy and time), but who are fully 
linked to the movement and who share content and generate conversations in their different settings. 
 
One parent group will be formed per community. 
 
 By forming such a group per community, we will have thousands of volunteers, each one personally 
influencing their environment and getting involved in the movement according to their possibilities. 

5.2 Social and face-to-face meetings 
In order to reinforce the sense of community and to share information, social gatherings will be organized 
periodically. It could be to present documentaries or a presentation by an expert. Networking will be 
promoted.  

5.3 Type of contents to share 
The goal of this strategy isn’t to win a political debate. The content to be shared must be more emotional 
than factual, capable of persuading people to mobilize, to empower the Spanish people to demand that 
their government ban nuclear weapons and support the global ban. For their government to be on the 
right side of history. 

Stigmatizing (negative) content that emphasizes the unacceptability of weapons and the need to do 
something about them: 

- The humanitarian consequences of nuclear weapons.  
- The testimonies of the hibakusha and the survivors of the nuclear tests.  
- The nuclear threat. The Doomsday Clock from the Bulletin of Atomic Scientists. 
- What would happen in a nuclear detonation in Spain and the possibilities of that occurring. 
- Nuclear weapons and climate change: the two existential threats. 
- The consequences on the climate of a regional nuclear war 
- Nuclear spending 
- The association between Francoism and nuclear weapons (Franco's nuclear aspirations,) 

Encouraging (positive) content 

- 1986 referendum: the Spanish people's rejection of nuclear weapons 
- The revolutionary role of Spain's support for the TPNW 
- Advances in the universalization of the TPNW 
- Advances in the divestment of nuclear weapons 
- MPs Who Support the TPNW and those who don't 
- Advances in cities that support the TPNW 
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5.4 Possible communities in Spain for the project 
 The humanist community 
 The university community 
 The Catholic and religious community 
 The LGBTI + community 
 Organizations and groups that support disarmament (see ICAN partners) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


